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“MEN AND WOMEN SHALL HAVE BQUAL RIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE ot: 
UNITED STATES AND EVERY PLACE SUBJECT TO ITS JURISDICTION” : 
Amendment to the United States Constitution now before Congress 


— ̃¶ —ſg — 
— 


— WOMAN. 


ERHAPS the most cherished legacy 

Regional Conference, Oct. 25th, 1941, Wilmington, 
were the beautiful invocations uttered by the rep 
of the four great faiths re 8 there, by the el 5 — 
Roman Catholic Church Protestant Episcopal, 
odist Episcopal and the Jewish | 

The prayers following, offered at the recent conference, seem 
to give especial impetus to the movement for equal constitu- 
tional status for men and women, for which the National 
V'oman’s Party stands 


Catholic Bishop of Wilmington 


“QO Father in Heaven, in whom we live and move and 
children, bow in adoration be- 


Of Rights Day 


Gnade Ohe crusade for equal constitutional 

— st now. On the very day this 
ation will be celebrating the 
Rights. Congress by joint reso- 
ue an executive order pro- 
il ot Rights Day.“ This has 
> Republic has been asked to 
6 h means so much in the lives 


Mason, of Fairfax County, Va., was the author of the 


George 
Virginia Bill of Rights, which was incorporated almost in its 
- entirety as a part of our Federal Constitution. It is termed the 


American Magna Charta, and it has also been called the Ten 


- Commandments. These first ten amendments to our Constitu- 


tion were written in restraint 
of government, which might be ex- 


guidance, * inspiration and for 
strength. We believe Thou hast called 
5 the members of this organization 
and living—to conse- 
our fellows and 

— ‘this call, we would join with | 
noble 80 warring against 
discriminations and injustices of 
which women are still the victims 
even in the present enlightened age. 
Make us, we beseech ee, zealous, 
faithful Re. in this holy cause, 
do our utmost to hasten the 
— — that blessed day when 
enjoy in our land will 


K . in Thy sight. The 

road we face may be steep, and dark- 

—— at times may make difficult our 

but do Thou, O Father be near 

— en the light burns low, when 

heute are faint, and when our faith 

would seem to fail. Thus will right 
at length prevail, and victory be as- 

sured. And Thine be the glory, O a 


Ricut Rev. Axr Run R. McKINSTRY 


Christmas Song 


(Chopin Prelude Op. 28 No. 7) 


As on that Christmag night, long years 
and years 
When Wise Men 
angels hovered low, 
I might not go, nor kneel, nor see the 
Wondrous Star 
with man which afar, 


And if 1 follow on, will faithful day by 

With 8 eager steps, on my 
appointed way— 

And if at last I come to Thine abiding- 


place 
Shall I not see Thy Face, shall I not 


God who livest and for ever see Thy Facel 
ever. Amen. ‘ S. Oscoop. 
Prayer by the anus 


ercised against the people by the 
States or by the Federal Govern- 
ment. The Founding Fathers knew 
that no government could be perfect, 
but they profoundly believed that the 
strongest, stablest government which 
man was capable of establishing 
o, would be a government in which 
and knelt, and every individual might enjoy personal 
freedom to think, to speak and to act 
according to his own beliefs and un- 
der which all people might enjoy 
equal protection of the law. Life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness 
for the individual were the supreme 
objective of the Constitution—*not the 
establishment of a wise or good gov- 
ernment; and the equality of all 
citizens before the law, protected be- 
yond the possibility of infringement 
by the courts, acting under the Con- 
stitution, was they believed, the sur- 
est means of securing and maintain- 
ing those supreme objectives. 


The white men of the newly formed 
republic demanding that their rights 


** 


Episcopal Bishop of Delaware 


“QO God our Heavenly Father whom to know is life eternal 
and whom to serve is our chief joy, guide us, we beseech Thee 
always to think and to act wisely 1 Teach us 80 
to work that women everywhere may attain to their test 
usefulness, untrammelled by prejudice or error. And grant 
or the of humanity and to the advancement y 
dom. We ask it in Thy name. Amen.” 


Prayer by Raspt HENRY TAVEL 
Temple of Truth of Wilmington 


„0. God, we thank Thee that Thou hast created us in Thine 
Own image, We thank Thee that Thou hast created us male 
and female. We thank Thee for the divine inspirations and 
sublime feelings that Thou hast placed in the minds and hearts 
of us all. We pray Thee for the strength and vision to devote 
our thoughts and feelings to the good of Thy children. As we 
sustain our life with the fruits of the ea may we sustain 
our hearts and minds with solemn meditations. ‘Blessed art 


; 
y 
n 
d 


Thou O Lord, 


the earth. 


ment, be with us all! 


7 and liberties be even more fully pro- 


tected than was done in the original 
dobument, achieved this end in the first Ten Amendments 
adopted in 1790. But, as has been so often reiterated in these 
pages, women in 1790, did not have the same rights men enjoyed 
at that time, and 80 the Federal Constitution, as it now stands 
guarantees to women nothing considered fundamental by men, 
except the right to vote, secured in 1920. Nor will the Constitu- 
tion guarantee to women other rights until an express amend- 
t is added for that purpose. What more fitting way to cele- 
rate the “Bill of Rights Day,” than by the passage of the equal 
ghts amendment, which would be tantamount to writing the 
rase “including women” beside each and every guarantee of 
embodied in our Constitution. 


May the blessings of this Christmas Season, with- , 
out which there could have been no woman move- 
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Rights — The Ware Party also 
— the of the Langue 


THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


„Art. 1—Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the United 


and every place subject to its jurisdiction. 


2—Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 


Present Status 


On Monday, November 17th, two days after the last 
issue of EQUAL RIGHTS was off the press, the Senate. 


Judiciary Committee met. The Equal Rights Amend- 
ment was the order of the day. A lengthy discussion, 
occupying the entire morning, took place, at the close 
of which Senator Joseph O’Mahoney, Democrat, of 
Wyoming, long an ardent and consistent friend of 


equal rights and for women in every field of endeavor. 


and of the Equal Rights Amendment, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment: No state shall make or enforce 
any law which shall discriminate between the rights 


of men and women, and no law making such discrimi- 
nation shall be enacted by the Congress.“ 6 

This proposal, together with the Equal Rights 
Amendment, is before the Senate Judiciary Committee 


and friends of Equal Rights“ are studying this mat- 


ter, which will soon have the attention of the com- 


mittee. 3 
| PERLE S. MEsTA, 
Congressional Chairman. 


Dedication Of The ‘Ake 


the 
the adherence of the United 
Nations. 


these Headquarters are named, that we first h 
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Belmont Feminist Library 
Headquarters of the National Woman’s Party 
Wednesday, November 12, 1941 
By LAURA BERRIEN 


T HE dedication of the Alva Belmont Feminist 
Library was one of the loveliest ceremonies ever 
held in our Headquarters. The Library building is a 
single room 50 feet long by 20 wide, with a high arched 
ceiling, 20 feet above the ground. On the afternoon of 
the dedication a soft pink light filtered through the 
slatted Venetian blinds, making the French blue book 
shelves and fittings particularly lovely. A fire burned 
in the great fireplace, with four-foot logs giving forth 
warmth and color. 


The Chairman, Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, presided. 
Among other things she said: 


of Elizabeth y Stanton, that — woman whose life and 
devotion initiated the crusade to liberate the lives of women, 
in which we are all engaged, to dedicate the Alwa Belmont 
Feminist Library. 

“A library is like an evergreen tree, whose usefulness and 
inspiration grow from year to year. It is a haven of repose 
from the storms and troubles of the world, where rich and poor 
have equal satisfaction, for here at least wealth gives no advan- 

ighted and exclaimed, ‘It is grand to see something of which 
there is eno for everybody.’ Well, there are enough books 
for everyone. This applies to few other thi in life, Of course, 
Dean Swift wrote a tale The Battle of the Books” refer- 
ring to the constant impact of new books upon the old, But 


here in the Alva Belmont Library, for the present at | 


there is plenty of room to add more books, about women, an 


by wom to those so carefully treasured and so tender! 
— the years, by our first president, Mrs. O. i. 
Belmont. 


Most of the books on these shelves have been in storage ever 
since the death of Mrs. Belmont in 1933. We waited until we 
had an et ke nae and fitting place in which to put 1 
worthy casket for the left to us by our friend. On 
shelves yet to be e we hope will go books from feminists 

all over the world, including first editions and autographed 
copies, This Headquarters is known as ‘the feminist cross- 
roads of the world,’ for here during the past few years have 
come famous feminists from most of the nations of the world 
bringing their ee and urging us, the women of the United 
States, to go on on in our crusade, to help free the lives 
of other women, by our example ‘and achievements. 

“It was from our first president, Mrs. Belmon — * 
e wo 
‘An International Parliament of Women,’ when she introduced 
her resolution, to that effect, at our 1923 Conference, in the old 
Headquarters, ‘the old Brick Capitol,’ where the Supreme Court 
building now stands. A hush fell upon us, I , when she 


uttered the words. We were abashed at the immensity of the 


task ahead. But this plan of Mrs. Belmont’s was faithfull 
carried out, by our Founder, Alice Paul, whose far-seeing min 
conceived, the present crusade for equal rights between men 
and women. I say ‘present’ advisedly, as the whole movement 
is a legacy from the beloved Pioneer, whose birthday we cele- 
brate 5 In 1938, the World Woman's Party was created 
by this organization and on August 18, 1939, the Headquarters 
the World Woman’s Party were dedicated in Geneva, Switz- 
erland, amid impressive ceremonies, in which the nationals of 
many countries participa Miss Paul, its Chairman, carries 
in organizing the North American 
ranch, 

„Mrs. Belmont was an active worker for woman in 
England, with her daughter, Madame Jacques Balsan. Mrs. 
Belmont, our first n oined with the daughter of Eliza- 
beth Cady Stanton, Mrs. rriot — Bla ten e poe 

paign against a man voting against woman rage an 
they defeated the man, who was a candidate for the New York 
Assembly on that ground. Mrs, Belmont gave continuously over 
a long period of years of both her time and fortune first for. 
the cause of woman suffrage and afterwards for equal rights. 
These headquarters are a gift from her. She was interested 
in the Woman’s Trade Union movement and rendered assistance 
to the girl shirtwaist strikers in New York City in 1911. Her 
chief interest was architecture, and she was the only woman 
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member of the American Institute of Architects. Her home 
in Newport was famed the world over for its architectural 


beauty. I am sure Mrs. Belmont is with us today, as one of 


the ‘unseen cloud of witnesses’ which ever surrounds us, — 
ing us by her dominant spirit, and rejoicing that these h 


] 
quarters, named for her, this library containing her books, is : 


ing on to give us inspiration from the past, by means of 
which we can press on to the future.” 


Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles 

To the Chairman of our Library Committee, Mrs. 
Florence Bayard Hilles, former Chairman of this or- 
ganization and now on its Executive Board, are due 
our thanks for the transformation of this old buildi 
from a coach house, to this lovely library. Seve 
years ago, with a gift from Mrs. Belmont, Mrs. Hilles 
undertook the transformation of this place, where 
horses used to champ the bit, before the days of the 
gasoline buggy. Under her skillful hand it was trans- 
formed to this restful library. Horses no longer champ 
the bit here, but “horse sense,” or as Dr. Harvey 
Wiley used to call it “stable thinking,” still goes on 
and will go on until equal rights between men and 
women is won, a mere matter of common sense. This 
building has been used as an office during the past few 
years, but last summer Mrs. Hilles generously con- 


sented to complete the work begun years ago. Mrs. 


Hilles was Chairman of the House Furnishing Com- 
mittee of the old Headquarters, the “Old Brick Cap- 
itol,“ as far back as 1923. A more generous, able and 
devoted member of the National Woman’s Party does 
not exist. Miss Elise du Pont, of Wilmington, was 
the architect for this restored building. Her picture 
is on the center table. This building is evidence of 
her ability. 


Mrs. Dora G. Ogle 


Our thanks are also due to Mrs. Dora G. Ogle, House 
Director, and Business Manager of “Equal Rights,” 
who undertook the task of moving the office furniture 


and hundreds of pounds of printed matter to other 


places in the building. Her ability in this difficult task 
is only equalled by Aladdin and his magic lamp. We 
have had only to say to Mrs. Ogle, “Something is need- 
ed here” or “a change is necessary there” and lo, it 


was done. 


Mrs. Ernest Humphrey Daniel 

To Mrs. Ernest Humphrey Daniel, Chairman of 
Commemorative Days, we are grateful for today’s 
charming tea. Mrs. Daniel, who has been the presi- 
dent of the Political Study Club and of the Columbia 
Heights Arts Club, is the immediate past president of 
the D. C. Federation of Women’s Clubs and is now its 
Director. The D. C. Federation endorsed the equal 
rights amendment in April, 1935. Mrs. Daniel’s gift 
for friendship is exhibited in everything she does. 

Mrs. Caroline Lexow Babcock 

Last, but by no means least, we owe our thanks to 
our Executive Secretary, Mrs. Caroline Lexow Bab- 
cock, In every working organization the Executive 
Secretary is the main spring of the daily functioning 
of the organization and Mrs. Babcock’s hard work is 
possible, because of her great ability and unfailing 
optimism. Mrs. Babcock was Field Secretary for five 
years for the Women’s Political Union whose president 
was Mrs, Harriot Stanton Blatch, and Mrs. Babcock 
was the close friend of Mrs. Blatch up until the time 
of her death. Mrs. Babcock was assisted by a strong 
local committee in her work for the dedicatory exer- 
cises. 


Dr. Luther H. Evans 


The first speaker of the afternoon was Dr. Luther 
H. Evans, Acting Librarian of Congress. Dr. Evans 
holds degrees in Political Science in the University of 


Texas and Ph.D. from Leland Stanford University, in 
Political Science and History. He has taught in the 
University of Texas, Leland Stanford, N. Y. Univer- 
sity, Dartmouth and Princeton and was the Director 
of Historical Records in the Works Progress Admin- 
istration, from 1935 to 1939, when we had the pleas- 
ure of working with him in arranging the archives of 
the National Woman’s Party with regard to the vic- 
tory we won for woman suffrage. Our suffrage 
archives are now happily located in the Manuscript 
Division of the Library of Congress. 


Dr. Evans conveyed a message of from the 
Librarian of Congress, Dr. Archibald He 
emphasized the fact: 


“That a democracy to be really efficient and in the most real 
sense a a ager at all must rely in its smallest units ** 
the knowledge man's experience and the 8 of 
is on books and other records. 

1 er of a number of such books and records 
creates a library. The conscious selection and dedi- 
cation of a number of books and records to a purpose with 
forethought as to housing, administration, and growth is the 
kind of event which it is fitting we should celebrate. When that 
library is dedicated to placing the light of knowledge and wis- 
dom upon great injustices, done and still being done, to one-half 
of the human race, when it is dedicated to the battle for prog- 
ress in basic human relationships, we can rejoice in assurance 
Cay eines stone is being laid to form the abode for the good 

e. 

“We are in truth today engaged in a national rededication 
to the t and simple principles of a just society. Principles 
which confusion and neglect during recent years in 
measure been lost to our view. : 

“The more we treasure libraries by lavishing care and effort 
upon their upbuilding the more we honor them by active use, 


e bringing 


the less are we likely to lose sight of the great lesson of human 


experience. 


Dean Grace Hays Riley 

The next speaker was Dean Grace Hayes Riley, the 
only woman dean of a law school in the world. We 
women lawyers always feel a tinge of pride when 
Dean Riley speaks. She so well epitomizes in her per- 
son the beauty and dignity of the law. She is the Dean 
of the Washington College of Law, from which she 
received her degree of LL.B. She was a member of 
the Natl. War Labor Board in World War No. 1. She 
was attorney in charge of the legal work and later 
Acting Chief of the Child Labor Tax Division of the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue. She was the Assistant 
Attorney for the D. C. Rent Commission, twenty years 
ago, and has also been engaged in the general practice 
of law. Dean Riley said, in part: 

“When one wishes on this important day to express an appre- 


ciation of this wonder woman whose long busy life was devo 

to the improvement of laws for women the m of Alma 
Lutz, author of ‘Created Equal,’ the biography Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, seems particularly, fitting. 

(Here Dean Riley read the message from Alma Lutz printed 
in the November issue of EQUAL RIGHTS.) 

“It is gratifying indeed to know that this important and 
interesting collection of books ‘by women and about women,’ 
housed in this unique edifice should be associated with the 
memory of the — scholar, speaker, writer and reformer, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton. We, who enjoy the freedom thus far 
attained, can never be grateful enough to Elizabeth Cady Stan- 
ton for the passionate perseverance of her efforts to change the 
laws so adverse to women. 

“The Women’s Pa with its ardent enthusiasm has had 
the vision to realize of what immense value such a collection 
as this might be to future generations where all the accurate 
facts about women and the amazing struggle of such a few, for 
the benefit of so many, could be made available and thus through 
— — render not only a public service to all womankind, 
ut 


the larger sense to all mankind.” 


Dr. St. George Leakin Sioussat 


The next speaker, Dr. St. George Leakin Sioussat, 
holds degrees of A.B. and Ph.D from Johns Hopkins 


University. He has been Assistant and Instructor of 


History at Smith College; Professor of History and 
Economics and later Dean of the College of Arts and 
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Sciences, University of the South. He has been Pro- 
fessor of History at Vanderbilt, Professor of American 
History at Brown University and Professor of Amer- 
ican History at the University of Pennsylvania. He is 
now the Chief of the Manuscripts Division of the 
Library of Congress, where he has been since 1938. 
He has, for years, been a lecturer at the summer 
schools of many universities and colleges. He is a 
member of many historical societies, a Phi Beta Kappa, 
and a contributor to numerous journals and publica- 
tions and to the Dictionary of American Biography. . 
Dr. Sioussat said that it gave him pleasure to make 
a contribution to the new library of the National Wom- 
an’s Party by presenting a little brochure, entitled 
“Colonial Women of Maryland,” written a half cen- 
tury ago by a woman born in the District of Columbia, 
his mother, Mrs. Albert Sioussat, later president of 
the State Federation of Women’s Clubs in Maryland. 
Dr. Sioussat then outlined briefly the history of the 
Division of Manuscripts from the days of the early 


establishment in the Library of Congress—then a new 


library building, though now an old one. He hoped 
to be able before many months to welcome those pres- 
ent to a really new building—the Annex—where a 
new air-conditioned Division of Manuscripts would 
offer even more perfect safety to the library’s previous 
holdings of manuscripts. Among these he had been 
to welcome the archives of the National Woman’s 

rty, presented recently through Mrs. Florence Bay- 
ard Hilles and Mrs. Dora G. Ogle. Awaiting this addi- 
tion there were already large collections of papers 


of leading women—of Susan B. Anthony, Clara Bar- 


ton, Jane Addams and many others. With its new 
quarters, the Division would welcome yet more. 


Mrs. Wiley then introduced the 
. Dow- 

ney, who has been a librarian in several of the states, 

Chairman of Library Extension of several of the State 

Federations of the General Federation and who, for 

two years, was the librarian of the U. S. Sesquicen- 

tennial Commission. 
Miss Downey spoke encouragingly of the e 

growth and uence of this budding feminist library. 
“Man libraries,” she said, “had small 

The Yale rary started when twelve men each put an 

books on a table and said ‘We give these books to start 


The last speaker was Mrs. Nora Stanton Barney, the 
granddaughter of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who was 
born in England. Mrs. Barney was graduated from 
Cornell University as an engineer, the only woman en- 


gineer in her class of 1904. She was a member of the 


women watchers at the polls before women had the 
vote, when political activity of this kind among women 
was unheard of. She was the Executive Secretary of 
the Women’s Political Union during the struggle for 


the vote in New York State. She is an engineer, con- 


tractor and architect. 


Mrs. Barney said, in part: : 


“My first memory of my grandmother was of her sitting in 
my nursery, in England. I remember so vividly, because she 
was erying and I had never seen her before. I asked her 
why she cried and she replied that she just received a letter 
from America telling of the death of her first son, Daniel. In 
all the years I knew her and lived with her, I never saw her 
emotionally upset again. I lived with her all through my later 
school days in New York and for the last four years at the 
94th Street and Broadway home, where the bronze plaque was 
eee She was 80 to live with. 

e servants adored her and her very individualistic children, 
my father, mother, aunt and uncle, lived harmoniously under 
her roof. She demonstrated the true art of living. None of 


would give it the benefit of the 


the little things mattered; only the big things—rights and 
principles were worth fighting for. During those years she 
wrote the Woman’s Bible, her comments on women of the 
Bible and her reminiscences, ‘Eighty Years and More.’ Every 
night when she came to dinner, we asked her what she had 
been wri about. On one particular night, I recall, she 
replied, ‘Balaam’s Ass.’ We expressed our surprise, ‘Well,’ 
said my Queen Mother (we all called her that), ‘I thought 

doubt, and include it with the 


women 

“Mrs, Barney ended her talk by pointing out ‘that the German 
serge /3 not only now but always, had been anti-feminist, and 
that rather than racial prejudice was the more serious 
menace.’ ” 


“Mrs. Stanton realized fully that the vote was only the first 
step and economic ity the goal. If she were now in 
Europe, she would be in a concentration camp, but if she were 
here, pe would be heart and soul with the National Woman’s 
Party elping to carry on their fight for Equal Rights.” 


Messages 

At the close of the ceremonies messages were read 
aloud from U. S. Senator James M. Mead, from New 
York State, regretting his absence on account of other 
engagements and saying, “Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
won an enduring place in American history. She 


pleaded for woman suffrage and for equality of the 


sexes. It is fitting during this period, when intoler- 
ance and bigotry reign in so many lands, that we 


pay tribute to her great contribution to American 


democracy.” 

Other messages were read from Representative Al- 
bert L. Vreeland of New Jersey and from George Gor- 
don Battle, eminent lawyer from New York City and 
outstanding democrat, and himself a life-long friend 
of Mrs. Belmont: “Congratulations upon the dedica- 
tion of this splendid library devoted to the cause of 
universal liberty and democracy, without restriction 
of race or sex. It would bring great joy to Alva Bel- 
= if she were here to participate. With best 

es.” 

Greetings also came from Inez Haynes Irwin. 

A radiogram came from Mrs. Emmeline Pethick 
Lawrence, from England: “Best wishes for the future 
feminist library. Our struggle for legal equality is 
not yet over. Assistance and courage will win the day.” 

Telegrams from Christobel Pankhurst from North 
Carolina, “Grateful loving memories”; from Cecil A. 
Pickett; from Miss Katherine Anthony, great-niece of 
Susan B. Anthony, and from Catherine R. Dobbs of 
Ohio, our new Chairman of Young Adults. 

The Delaware Branch sent a contribution of $100 
for congressional work. 

Regrets were received from Mrs. Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, Dr. M E. Woolley, former president of 
Mount Holyoke College, and from Mr. and Mrs. Soub- 
botitch of Yugoslavia, who came to the United States 
to attend the recent I. L. O. meeting in New York City, 
old friends of Miss Paul. 


The following message was read aloud from Dr. 
Maude Glasgow, author of “The Subjection of Woman 
and the Traditions of Men,” advertised in this issue. 

“May I remind you that less than one hundred years ago 
the ition of women—even in this land of the free—was one 
of the utmost degradation, and that too, in spite of the valu- 
able services they had rendered from the colonial period down. 
In the middle of the last century a woman was not even 4 
person—the married woman was on the with a domestic 
servant and if she dared to express an opinion contrary to the 
accepted views of the times, she was covered with contempt 
and opprobrium. We thank the pioneer suffragists, and th 

iritual daugh that we have gained the ballot but many 

riminations still remain. It has been proved over and over 
that economic status determines social and political position- 
When ‘Woman is strong the law is kind’ and we know how 


unjust it can be when e is forced to depend on good will. 
Economic status depends on equal pay for equal work, 
equal opportunities to engage in remunerative work and eligi- 
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ive or elective positions has been pitiably small. A strenuous 


effort should be made to send more women to office. They are 
capable, intelligent and not inferior in ho and moral ideas 
to the present male incumbents. If real ty depends on the 


of the Equal Rights Amendment, every -respecting 


woman should make every sacrifice to secure it. 

“My ardent wishes for a successful meeting on this anniver- 
sary of a great woman’s birth. I hope before the 127th anniver- 
sary rolls around all citizens of this great democracy will be on 
an equal constitutional status.” 


Dr. Jeannette Marks 


5 and 4 of “The Family of Barrett” 


Excerpts from the message are given below: 


Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote in Aurora Leigh that 
women love one another’s mental gifts. May I add that not 
only do women love one another’s mental gi but also that 
women have that they love one ano s traits of char- 
acter. Mrs. Browning’s loyalty to women was marked. This 
loyalty seems to have been as of her sympathetic under- 
standing of the nature and problems of women and of her own 
intell courage and power. In Aurora Leigh Mrs. Brown- 
ing’s satire lashes out many times in defense of women. There 
is never anything in her letters or poetry which that 
she evaded, either by tactful sentences or in conduct, issues 
which devotion to principle brings. Here was an intrepidity 
which she shared with o great women of her time—on this 
continent with Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, 
Lucretia Mott and Lucy Stone. It is a form of moral intrepi 
which is shared, too, by today, 
many great organizations: on omen’s 
— of Women Voters, the Business and Professi 

0 

1 
a 


men's Clubs and the National Woman's Party. 
t is this quality of moral courage which made Mrs. 


male 


0 on was trying to the Wom- 
an’s Bill whi 1 


t the wife was not 


3 
8 


too r 
sympathize with the thoughts of men; incompetent to sing 
competent to love! Nevertheless, she saw women as th 
own worst enemies, their 1 eer — vity betraying themselves 
0 wo 


and betraying the 


allegiance 


what our 


gedy: ag 
greed, of lust for power, of wars, or recessive woman who ad- 


injustice? When this question has 
when women have made up their minds that 

is an obligation to the race NOT to cate their ey 
tights, but to share equally with men in all expressions of life, 
and its privileges, when women see too clearly for 
comfort that the world does belong only to those who 
it, and, for the sake of the race and civilization, and for 
sake of the continuance of life, women decide to take their 
and then only will peace be as inevitable as wars are 
the peace comes, it will be a peace based on constitu- 


EE. 


332 
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Fs 


Browning 
dreaded nuisance in Parliament in 1856 while that exclusive 


Alva Belmont Library 


MARY ELIZABETH DOWNEY, Librarian 


Mrs. Belmont’s Library and the books at Alva Bel- 
mont House have now been arranged in order in the 
Old Coach House Lib . They make a fine beginning 
toward a collection of ks devoted to the woman 
movement, or the evolution of women. 

We hope gradually to have brought together all the 
leading books relating to the subject. Those interested 
are asked to send to the Library books especially related 
to women, which they are bo een Bigg give, and to col- 
lect such books from their fri Books are coming 
‘in almost every day, together with interesting and 
encouraging letters. 

In addition to voluntary contributions, books needed 
to make the collection complete will be asked from 
month to month through EQUAL RIGHTs. Following 
is a short list which would find a welcome panes on the 
shelves: Recent editions of Who’s Who in America; 
Woman's Who's Who in America; Who's Who in the 
Nation’s Capitol; Adams, Abigail, Familiar Letters 
During the Revolution; Adams & Foster, Heroines of 


Modern Progress; Bradford, Portraits of American 


Women; Brown, Mercy Otis Warren; Bruce, Woman 
in the Making of America; Durstall, Education of Girls 
in America; Gilchrist, Life of Mary Lyon; Godwin, 
Memoirs of Mary Wollstonecraft; Meyer, Woman’s 
Work in America; Richards, Abigail Adams; Thomas, 
History of Friends in America; Wollstonecraft; Vindi- 
cation of the Rights of Women; Woody, History of 
Women’s Education in the United States; Wright, So- 


ciety and Manners in America. 


Hail Bryn Mawr | 
It is with the utmost satisfaction that the Alumnae 


of Bryn Mawr welcome the news of the election of Dr. 


Katharine McBride, Dean of Radcliffe, as Bryn Mawr’s 
new president. 

Again Bryn Mawr is upholding the great traditions 
established by M. Carey Thomas, that women should 


have not only equal educational opportunities, but 


equal educational responsibilities. When Dr. Mary E. 
Woolley, after years of notable service, and the Alum- 
nae and Faculty of Mt. Holyoke were so flagrantly 
“sold out” a few years ago by the Committee choosing 
a new president, every alumna of the other women’s 
colleges realized a staggering blow had been dealt to 
the advancement of women. Now all will equally re- 
joice that Bryn Mawr is holding fast to its fine stand- 

ards by electing Dr. McBride to its presidency. | 
She comes to her new position at practically the 
same age as Miss Thomas, when she became Bryn 
Mawr’s second president. May Dr. McBride continue 
to carry forward the struggle, for it is still a struggle, 
begun by Miss Thomas for equal rights for women 
in educational opportunities, politics and finally, as 
her last contribution to progress, Equal Rights within 
the Constitution. EMMA GUFFEY Mn 
A. B. Bryn Mawr, 1899. 


Another Man Advocate 

Mrs. AMY C. RANSOME, Pasadena, California. 

Dear Mrs. Ransome: | 

I have read the enclosed and other papers with great 
interest. I had not known of these conditions. I thor- 
oughly approve the Equal Rights Amendment. 

All good wishes. Cordially. yours, 
(Signed) REV. THEO. G. SOARES. 


(Minister of the Neighborhood Church of Pasadena, Cal. 
Professor of Social Ethics, California Institute of Technology. 
Brilliant scholar and man of great vision.—ditor's note.) | 


December, 1941 — : 
bility for promotion in one’s chosen work. These things depend ee | 
ae in the legislatures, in the law courts, in 
positions aw 
being eligible for positions in the Supreme Court, and soon, is 
imperative for women today. We women pay our share of the - 
enormous salaries going into male 1 and we share the 
many @xpDenses C rovermmer 80 ar ov 20 
recognized by law, that she was the husband’s property, and | 
that she herself had no property rights. In the light of history 
since 1856, how absurd 14 88 that if she had been a mem- | 
ber of government, Eli Barrett Browning would have | 
been inimical to the social good! In time, how absurd it will af 
become to have assumed in our own day—as Wisconsin seems ‘. 
to have done—that a citizen, because she is a woman, is, there- 
fore, harmful to government! Mrs. Browning has stated the 
position of women clearly and often with bitter irony in q 
Aurora . h—women who were 9 men too weak to 
In 1872, ut the time she was arrested for attempting to | 
vote, Susan B. Anthony wrote that she prayed most earnestly 
and constantly for some terrific shock to startle the women of 
the nation into a self-respect . . . a shock which would compel 
themselves; which would make them p their 3 
to women first. Miss Anthony could not have known 
world of today would be like, or that “the terrific shock” for | 
which she prayed would be o as beautiful earth becomes a 4 
shambles for the dead and 4 i 
3 lame for the 
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International Labor Organization Conference 
Held in New York City and in Washington, October and November, 1941 
ALICE PAUL, Chairman, World Woman’s Party for Equal Rights 


HE World Woman’s pag: J for Rights sent the fol- 
lowing communication to the I, L. O. Conference: 


“The World Woman’s Party for Equal Rights, composed of 
women working for equality een men and women 
out the world, calls upon the I. L. O. to bring its governing 
Constitution into harmony with the principle of equal rights 
for men and women—so that all future conventions of the 
I. L. O. would be based upon the principle of ec ty and so 
that there would be both men and women in delegations 
to future I. L. O. Conferences.” 


Signed) ALICE PA 
Chairman, Workt — Party for Equal Rights. 


The above communication was taken nally to the New 
York Conference of the I. L. O. b Edna S. Capewell, 
Acting Chairman of the N. Y. Branch of the National Woman’s 
4 and a member of the World Woman's Party for Equal 


resolution equality for women under the I. L. O. 
to the Conference in the name of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party of the United States, signed by Mrs. 
Anna Kelton Wiley, Chairman of the National Woman’s Party. 
The resolution had been adopted at the Biennial Conference of 
the Woman’s Party in Wilmington, Delaware, the week before 
the opening of the I. L. O. This resolution also was presented 
to the I. L. O. by Mrs. Capewell. The resolution was read to 
the Conference by direction of Miss Frances Perkins, United 
States Sec of Labor, who presided at the Conference. 

A group of Woman’s Party members interviewed the I. L. O. 
delegates in su of ity in the I. L. O. Constitution. 
These included Henriette Hart and Doris Stevens. Maud Duvall 
Williams, a labor member, also interviewed the Labor delegates. 
They also pressed for action on the Equal Pay resolution which 
had been — to the 1939 Conference by Mr. Kuypers of 
Holland. ically all members of the Conference were inter- 
viewed. The strongest 1 came from Mr. A. E. Monk, 
Workers’ Delegate from 
Workers’ Delegate from Belgium. 

Only two Delegates were “ere who had signed the 1939 
communication to the I. L. O. asking for action on equality. 
They were Mr. Frank ne, Government Delegate from 
New Zealand, and Mr. Chu Hsuch-fan, Workers’ Delegate from 
China. Mr. Langstone said he was willing to write to the 
Go Body asking its reply to the 1939 communication 


but unwilling to do anything further. Mr. Chu Hsueh-fan was 


willing to support an equality resolution but was not willing 
to introduce such a resolution. 
One of the chief results of the interviews with members of 


the Conference was the introduction of a resolution by Mr. 


Monk of Australia, calling for equal pay for men and women. 
The resolution was referred to the Governing Body. It read: 


“WHEREAS, the exis practice of employing women in 
industry and services at less than the prevailing male rates 
of pay for the same or similar work or work of equal value 
to the employer is inimical alike to the economic 8 
of men and women workers and detrimental to the 
interest of the whole community. 


“WHEREAS, such unequal wage standards involving sex dis- 
crimination, firstly, ignores the recognized principle of equal- 


ity of men and women, secondly, denies the woman worker 


full payment for her work, and thirdly, exposes male workers 
to the unfair competition of underpaid female workers; 
“WHEREAS, the present world-wide replacement of male 
labor by female labor has intensified the problems arising 
from sex differentials in wage standards; | 
“WHEREAS, the whole incidence of female labor has changed 


since the beginning of this war in consequences of the univer- _ 


sal use of women workers in industry, commerce, and the 

public services, including the armed forces in many countries: 
“THE CONFERENCE | 

1) Considers that the male occupational standard rates 

or the rate for the job i 

worker should be 

of war and 

that steps should be taken immediately to secure the 

elimination of sex differentials in wage standards; 

“(2) The Conference requests the International Labor 

Office to resume its investigation of women’s work, 

and, through the Governing Body, to formulate plans 

to combat the exploitation of this pool of efficient and 


recogni as the basic principle 


ustralia, and from Mr. Jef Rens, 


ve of the sex of the 
post-war industry and is of the opinion 


underpaid labor, and that all available information on 
this problem be circulated and the governments of all 
countries be requested to eliminate sex differentials 


in standards ve and administrative 


A speech in support of equality was made Miss Graciela 
Mandujano, Technical Advisor to the Chilean yc Hn Miss 
Mandujano emphasized that women are carrying an equal 
burden with men in war hazards. She ressed dissatisfaction 
that the Equal Pay Resolution presented Mr. Monk had not 
been brought before the Conference as a whole, 

Mr. Forbes Watson, from Great Britain, followed with a 
speech in which he also emphasized the equal stake and equal 
effort of women in the war. 

Sr. Jose Domemech, Workers’ Delegate from the Argen 
spoke along the same line and said that justice demanded eq 
E His speech was the last in the 
plenary session. 

At the close of the Conference, Miss Perkins, Secretary of 
Labor of the United States, said: 

“We are all grateful to Miss Mandujano (Chile) for hav- 
ing made application at the very close of the Conference to 
say a few words on behalf, not only of her country, but of the 
point of view and the problems of two groups whose problems 
are being too little discussed here, the agricultural workers 
and the women workers of the world.” 


, Report of Miss Henriette Hart 
Chairman, International Affairs, National Council of Women 
Miss Hart, who took an active part in interviewing the dele- 
gates at the I. L. O. Conference in Geneva in 1939, endeavored 
to follow up her Geneva work at the recent conference in New 


York City. In her report to the World Woman’s Party for Equal 
Rights, she writes: 


“Distinct gains have come out of this New York Confer- 
ence: 


“1, Wider support among nations with particular support 
coming from their workers’ delegates; | 


“2. A new resolution, drawn up by A. E. Monk, workers’ 
delegate from Australia, and based upon the experience and 
policy of the Australian Trade Unions; 


“3. Mr. Monk and Jef Rens, workers’ delegate from 
Belgium, as members of the Selection Committee, pressed 
for its favorable recommendation to the Governing body; 


44. Assurance that Mr. Rens, as member of the Govern- 
t body. 


“Avenues toward future activities for I. L. O. support of 
uality in industry will very likely suggest themselves to the 
orld Woman’s Party. 

“Pulling the threads together from 1939, only two men who 
had signed the 1939 petition were present at this conference: 
Frank Langstone, government delegate from New Zealand, 
and Chu Hsuch-fan, workers’ delegate from China. I con- 
sulted with them and found that Mr. Langstone was willing 
to write a letter to the governing body seeking its reply to 
the 1939 petition, but not willing to introduce any resolution 
on equality of women in mdustry, or speak to it. Mr. Chu 

Was willing to speak in favor of such a resolution, but advised 
that wider support would be necessary among the nations 
in order to secure its introductions. 

I suggested that the Kuypers-Juheaux resolution on equal 

y for equal work, which been introduced in 1939 in 

neva, be revived. I was advised by Mr. tone and Dr. 
Carl J. Hambro, government delegate from Norway, that 4 
new resolution would be more effective. Neither man would 

draft or introduce it. | 

“In the meanwhile I had been listening to the speeches of 
delegates in my search for one who would be sympathetic to 
the aims of the Woman’s Party. Not until our fifth session, 
1 morning, October 30, when Mr. Monk of Australia 
spoke, did I realize here was a man with both the experience 
and vision to introduce the resolution, In the course of 
—.— he touched upon the need for workers in the pro- 

uction of both food and goods for the war effort and the 
increasing use of women workers to meet this need; he 
added, trade union movement has demanded equal pay 


(Continued on page 109) 
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Defense Create New Demands 7 For Women’s Work 


_ By MRS. F. V. SPEEK 


REVIEW of current announcements about the 

need for women’s services—professional, busi- 
ness, industrial and volunteer—in defense work shows 
definitely a rise in the demand for these services. 


The U. S. Civil Service Commission this summer, 
because of the “increasing difficulty in obtaining ade- 
quate persons to fill many of the positions essential to 
the prosecution of the national tlefense program,” 
asked all federal agencies to employ more women in a 
greater variety of positions. The Commission has urged 
that appointing officers request certification of men 
from its available lists only when the work in question 
cannot be done by women, and that they explore the 
possibility of assigning women employees to positions 
which do not n y require men. “Surveys have 


demonstrated that women can satisfactorily perform 


almost all kinds of work that men can perform,” the 
Commission stated. Not only have nations at war re- 
placed many men in industry with women workers, but 
within the last year striking examples of the success 
with which such substitution can be made have been 
found in certain of our own arsenals.” 


n continuous examinations of nurses are being 
conducted by the U. S. Civil Service Commission in an 
effort to the increased demand for federal public 
health nurses. 


An emergency call for 50,000 well educated young 
women to begin training this fall for professional nurs- 
ing careers “to avert serious damage to the nation’s 
health” was issued in August by Dr. Thomas Parran, 
Surgeon General of the U. S. Public Health Service. 
Further particulars, sent us by the American Nurses’ 
Association, are given in another column. 


Training of 100,000 volunteer nurses’ aides within 
the next twelve months, in collaboration with the 
American National Red Cross and the major hospitals 


of the country, was announced August 17 by Director 


LaGuardia of the Office of Civilian Defense. The pur- 

se is to expand the effectiveness of trained nurses 
in hospitals, clinics, and field nursing services by sup- 
plying qualified assistants who can work under their 
direction. Eligibility is limited to women between the 
ages of eighteen and fifty who have had a high school 
education or its equivalent and who are physically fit. 
The course will require eighty hours of intensive in- 
struction over a period of seven weeks. Applicants may 
enroll at the Red Cross chapter houses. . 


Shortages of workers are occurring in occupations 
usually engaged in by women, as women are being 
drawn into manufacturing industries, the U. S. Wo- 
men’s Bureau says in the September issue of The 
Woman Worker. 

Employment Service reports show a dearth of clerical work- 


ers in some places, of domestic workers in many localities, and 
of sewing- ine operators in clothing centers. rienced 


typists and stenographers are so much in demand by the federal 


services that examinations now are kept open continuously until 
further notice.. Though primary demands have been for men 
and for the younger persons, the need for workers has tended 
to relax arbitrary restrictions such as those against married 
women or older workers, if they have some needed special skill. 
A recent 2 many is that of a large southern tex- 
tile plant that i its customary ban on married women. 


That the future may call for more women with rience or 


ability to serve in executive capacities is indicated by the fact 
that an official of a large rubber company has predicted that 
more women will be needed for supervisory work in office forces. 


Miss Mary Anderson, director of the U. S. Women’s 


Bureau, believes that steps to include women much 
more definitely and extensively in defense training for 


industry should be taken without delay by authorities, 
both public and private, in many communities carry- 
ing a heavy load of defense production. The Women’s 
Bureau is continuing to make numerous studies of the 
employment of women in defense industries, and as a 
result the Bureau has for distribution, single copies 
free of charge, a series of excellent bulletins, including — 
Effective Industrial Use of Women in the Defense Pro- 


, gram and Women’s Factory Employment in an Ex- 


panding Aircraft Production Program. 


In an effort to promote employment of women work- 
ers in defense plants where shortages of male labor are 
becoming evident, Federal Security Administrator Paul 
C. McNutt announced in August that a study of 1,894 
different occupations required in 21 key defense indus- 
tries revealed that a large majority—almost two-thirds 
of the total—are jobs in which women could be suc- 
cessfully employed, although they are not at present 
being hired for such work. Only 331 of the nearly 1,900 
kinds of jobs analyzed were found to be definitely 
unsuitable for women. The study, prepared by the 
Bureau of Employment Security of the Social Security 
Board, included the vital airplane, shipbuilding, and 
machinery industries, as well as a number of other 
heavy production industries. It was found that 654 of 
the occupations were of a kind in which women could 
be placed immediately, only a brief period of training, 


if any, being necessary. 


Even the National Association of Retail Grocers, 
meeting in convention in June, felt that pressure of 
the defense program would be causing them by fall to 
employ in their stores thousands of women clerks. It 
2 that grocers for years have felt that women 

ould be on their sales forces, but could not get public 


acceptance of the plan. There has never been any 


sound reason why women shouldn't be represented in 
a grocery store,” said a past president of the associa- 
tion, as reported by a staff correspondent of the New 


_ York Times. “Those who have an ability to sell and 


some skill in the planning of meals can act as consult- 
ants as well as mere sales people. . So far as sales 
are concerned, two intelligent women clerks can sell 
more than four male employees. I know, because I have 
tried it out.” | 

Speaking on trends for women in medicine, the retir- 
ing president of the American Medical Women’s Asso- 
ciation, Dr. Elizabeth Mason-Hohl, pointed out in June 
that Hahneman Medical College of Philadelphia had 
just opened its door to women for the first time in its 
ninety-three years, there being now only six of sixty- 
seven approved medical schools not admitting women. 
Dr. Mason-Hohl said that the imminent defense set-up 
means that women will have more and more opportu- 
nities for interneships, residences, and practice. 


(Printed by permission of the American Association of University Women, 


Journal Oct., 1941, p. 80, 31) 


THE SUBJECTION OF WOMAN AND 
THE TRADITIONS OF MEN 
By DR. MAUDE GLASGOW 


An authentic history down the ages. Reduced from 88 
to $2 for the holidays; 341 pages. 


Publishers: McAULIFFE & BOOTHE, INC. 
160-172 East 124th Street New York, N. Y. 
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To Change The Subject: 
A JOB TO DO... . By PEARL STRACHAN 


Woman’s entrance into industry, says the British Library of 

Information, “is taking place in an orderly fashion and in full 

ent with the trade unions. It is being done on the basis 

of equal pay for equal work and on the understanding that 

trade union practices will be restored in full at the end of the 
war.” 


A report Margaret Biddle, wife of the United States Am- 
bassador to Poland and other occupied countries, yg ade | the 
service which British women are rendering in all branches of 
activity, makes many of us feel somewhat te. Refer- 
ring to the old cliché about woman’s place being in the home, 
Mrs. Biddle says, “Today in England the only women who are 
in the home are those who are too old to leave or those who 
must remain for one reason or another.” The women are dis- 
Ret riders during bombardments, air wardens, 1 flre- 


ters. A woman of 99 is reported to have put out an 
bomb single-handed. 

Telephone operators in London must be heroines to hold their 
jobs. During one bad blitz, runs the account, the girls in different 
control rooms in the city handled 1,050 S. O. S. messages. One 
a ago, 30 girls were lost but not one operator left 


Now that the woman of is absolutely required in 


England 
many posts previously considered * for a oe no. 
; whe 


controversy arises over the question of her sex. She goes re 
she is needed, and since a fundamental need of woman is to be 
needed, she automatically follows through. Dressed in whatever 
uniform her classification demands, she quickly forgets how 
important it was once to have pretty clothes, though the woman 
of England was always considerably freer in that than 
her American cousin. Well-kept hands become 
doing strenuous labor. 

The woman of America will be ready to play her part when 
the time comes. If she is, at present, ruled out of certain occu- 
pations because of prejudice or tradition concerning her sex, 
when an emergency 
nonessentials. She will not be expected to remain soft and 


a bank. 
Manufacturers and retailers, through skillful 2 
have for a long time done their best to make of woman merely 
a distraction. The evening gown that makes you simply irre- 
sistible,” the “alluring little hat that will e you the onl 
woman in the room,” the coat which the very s man “will 
love to take you out in,” etc., etc., to be mild and relatively 
innocuous in our quotation, have one basic platform. 

This weakness of which the clever copy-writer is so thor- 
oughly aware has been one of the factors which have tended 
to nullify certain steps of progress for women. It has, perhaps 
in a round-about way, kept her out of positions for which her 
talent and experience have rg Sy her. In so many instances 
she has been unable to forget she is a woman, and the men 
cannot be expected to forget it first. She must gradually acquire 
the sort of freedom expressed by Mile. Nadia Boulanger, the 
famous French musician. I shall never forget her nse to a 
reporter at a press conference with her, ogg after her arrival 
in the United States. She was asked what it felt like to be one 
of the few women conductors of a symphony orchestra. 

“Chut!” replied Mademoiselle Boulanger, with sharp impa- 

“When I stand to conduct a symphony I do not 


en 
8 eo am a man or a woman. I have a 


I would not ignore the injustices done to woman in her 
honest effort to progress, and there have been plenty of the 
but as she lays aside the role which both prejudice and her 
own 14 assisted by high-pressure 1 have as- 

i to her, she will le to give quiet proof of her value. 

e root of prejudice woman’s participation in what 
have hitherto been considered man’s activities, goes back to 
the legend of Eve in the second chapter of Genesis and makes 
of her a temptress rather than-something constructive. If she 
recognizes in the crisis the opportunity to establish herself as 
an — 2 individual rather than a temptation, she will find 

Woman forgets self, and man forgets his ju 
roe rad of war. There will be much that will be worth carry- 
ing orward into peace-time, and it is hoped that both sexes 

remember what they are now learning about each other. 
the tian ence 
ty: Sci Nov. 4, 1941, and 


* “Ideals are like stars; you will not succeed in touch- 
ing them with your hands. But Vike seafaring men 
on the desert of waters, you choose them as your 
guides and, following them, reach your destiny.” 

Printed by permission of ‘‘Republican Women,’’ Vol. 19, Spring Issue, 1941) 


watch waste and make every penny count. 


respect 
hard and rough 


arises no one will stop to quibble over such 


es ahead in the journey of her emancipation. | 
re — in the 


Women Are Saying 
ELIZABETH ARDEN: 


J am sick and tired of the all too prevalent as- 
sumption that women are handicapped by sex and 
temperament to assume managerial and executive 
duties. These qualitites descend to us from genera- 
tions of wives and mothers compelled by necessity to 
They met 
daily problems. They operated miniature factories— 
kitchens in which food was prepared. The sense of 
management is born in women.” 

—New York Herald Tribune, 


Dr. EDITH SUMMERSKILL, M.P.: 
“In the north of England mock invasion last 


they actually asked for a thousand women to pre 


to be hysterical. That’s just like the War Office. I 
was simply staggered when I heard of it, for the 
heavy German raids have shown that hysterical 
women simply do not exist-any more. | 

Women in the services can do other things besides 
being cooks, clerks, typists, and telephonists. It is 
ridiculous to say how wonderful the Russian women 
are and at the same time expect our women, who 
number more than half the whole population, to hide 
in cellars. . . . I don’t believe women in the army 
would be good if they were on the offensive. They 
wouldn’t have their heart in it. They’re too construc- 
tive and they have not the aggressive instinct of men. 
But on the defensive, fighting for their homes and 
children, they would be absolutely ideal, and there- 
fore I think there should be a reserve of women who, 
if Britain should be invaded, would know how to 


handle a rifle.“ : 
—Christian Science Monitor. 


Proclamation 


STATE OF NEW YORE 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 


Among New York’s many gifts to humanitarian in 
the 19th century ap a noble group of women born in this 
State who led the nation in the abolition, e and reform 
movements. One of the most gifted and beloved of these public 
— women was Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who was born in 

ohnstown, New York, on November 12, 1815. 

Mrs. Stanton was identified with this State throughout her 
long life of eight-seven years, more than sixty years of which 
were t in promoting the extension of freedom, tem 
and lic responsibility for the disenfranchised. As an eloquent 
— — and writer, she carried forward the of equal 
suffrage which has since become a wholly part of our 
democratic idealism. 

— been — — — 2 
public life of so many European coun e 
New York State can view with special pride — life 

which one hundred and twenty-six years ago. 


Now, ore, I, Herbert H. Lehman, Governor of the State 
of New York, do hereby proclaim Wednesday, November 
twelfth, nineteen hundred forty-one, as 


ELIZABETH CADY STANTON DAY 


and ask the citizens and civic organizations of this State to 
observe it with suitable ceremonies. 


eas 8 the State at 
ake itol in the City of Al- 


bany third day of Novem- 
ber in the year of our Lord 
one thousand nine 
and forty-one. 
(SEAL) 
By the (Signed) HERBERT H. LBHMAN. 
Governor: 


WALTER T. BROWN 
Secretary to the Governor. 


bj & 


—- 
Week, 
end 
) sheltered, within the four walls of a house, when she is needec 
to ferry airplanes, drive ambulances, run munition factories 
19 
at 
i 
| + 
1 
| 
| dy 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
| 
ih | 
— * 


December, 1941 EQUAL RIGHTS 109 
Equal Rights Amendment Portion Of Letter From Dorothy E. Evans 
A solution o Chairman of the Executive Committee, “The Six Point Group” 


difficulties faced by Community Property 
States in fel ting joint income tax measure. 


The following resolution was also adopted at the 
Wilmington Conference, Oct. 26, 1941. The other reso- 
lutions which were passed appeared in the last issue 
of EQUAL RIGHTS: 

Whereas, the National Woman's Party has consistently 

W; an 
Whereas, the com Joint Income Tax Return, whether 
for the nation or for community property states only, 
would tend to fasten the common law concept more firm- 
ly upon women; and 
Whereas, women will never be free of the of the 
common law nor safe from attacks on their individual 
identity until the Equal Rights Amendment is adopted; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the National Woman’s Party in Biennial 

Conference yore 2 in the city of Wilmington, October 

1941, is o 22 to the proposal to force husbands 
and 

RESOLVED, That all members of the Judiciary Committee of 

each House, the Finance Committee of the Senate and 

the 2 and Means Committee of the House and every 

tor and Congressman from the eight community 

property states be urged to work strongly for the Equal 

Rig Amendment as a means of def 2 

proposals as Mandatory Joint Income Tax 


Young Adults Committee 


I have a little story to tell—about a group of seeing poeple 
called YOUNG ADULTS—champions of democracy at has 
felt seriously the effect of the readjusting period of the depres- 
sion that has taken place in our nation both socially and eco- 
pean These Young Adults are 2 to the need 
uality—which makes for unity. the fear 
— of the eration behind hen Even when they 
— in high school the depression, which has prevailed since 
1929, drove home the first lesson of the value of each person’s 
right to a chanee to earn a living. 
to this picture came the conception of national 
the welfare of all the people, 2 demand for freedom of choice 
for the individual man and woman. These YOUNG 
ADULT thinkers Cosy inherited a world where freedom of 
choice has never existed for all women in the same manner 
as it has for men. Because of court decisions, women are con- 
5 deprived of ways in which they might y earn 


ving. 
Students, housewives and labor women have 


business women, 
said to me in effect “the future of our democracy depends ol 


freedom for ourselves and the same fair play for others— 
EQUALITY.” Complete freedom which is breath of 
the democratic way ‘of life cannot be obtained until in justice 
and .common sense t men and women ABSOLUTE 
7 TY under the lel to the period of th Revolution, 
e years paralle e e 
have rediscovered the importance of “inalienable rights”— 
am others the rig hts to work. To deprive men or women 
of this right is to deprive them of life—another “inalienable 
right” To a laws preventing women from working in vari- 
ous Occupations, or at Eight, or for hours and wages which do 
not apply to men, is to deprive women of jobs and therefore 
to deprive them of an inalienable right.“ 
The Constitution of the United States, although framed to 
— the inalienable 2 * of American citizens, failed to 
clude women because of their special position tion under the com- 


mon law. 

The Equal Rights Amendment would bring women within 
the full protection of the Constitution and will stop the passage 
of laws which deprive women of jobs. 

YOUNG ADULTS, JOIN THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S 
PARTY, WHICH IS WORKING FOR SUCH AN AMEND- 
MENT, Please send your names to the National Woman's 


A 144 B St. N. E., Washington, D. C., with your dues of 


CATHERINE R. DOBBs, 
Chairman, National Committee of Young Adults. 


National Association Of Women Lawyers 

The President, Mrs. Gertrude Harris, announces the 
appointment of Mrs. Ethel Ernest Murrell, of Miami, 
Florida, as Chairman of the Equal Rights Committee. 
The outgoing Chairman is Miss Laura Berrien. 


— 


Great Britain, October 10, 1941 


Rebecca Sieff is a leader in the feminist movement 
here today. She is Chairman of the Women's Publicity 
Planning Association, and owing to her drive and en- 
thusiasm I have been fortunate enough to work as 


‘organizer of a nation-wide campaign to change the 


law which now provides women, injured by enemy 
action, with a much lower rate of compensation than 
men similarly injured, The campaign culminated in 
a great Trafalgar Square Demonstration on Septem- 
ber 20th. No other popular movement has used the 
historic Forum since the beginning of the war. The 
scenes in the Square have only been equalled in the 
days of the Militant Suffrage Campaign. Mrs. Sieff 
inspired, financed and presided at the Demonstration. 
Fifty societies helped to make it the great success it 
. may see us in your Cinema in the Pathé 


J hope very much that Mrs. Sieff will be in America 
in time for I. L. O. Conference and that she will 
get in touch with you as soon as possible after arrival.” 


I. L. O. Conference Report 


(Continued from page 106) 


pay women or fie: two-thirds of the male rate. 
unequal rates of pay for men and women workers —— 

this pool of cheap, efficient labor will constitute a menace 
to the economic welfare of men and women alike.’ 


“Mr. Monk’s familiarity not only with conditions in his own 
country, but also with I. L. O. resolutions, reports, and pol- 
led me to urge him to 
draft and present a new equality resolution. He undertook 
from as many countries as possible to secure their bac — — 


He advised that the support of workers’ delegates was vital 
to the passage of such a resolution. 


“Looking toward future accomplishment, we have Mr. Rens’ 
assurance that he will call the attention of the Governing 
Body to the Equal Pay Resolution. Undoubtedly the expres- 
— * 3.4 — employers, and Government at the final session 

nsiderable weight to that Body when he presents 
— — 


“But the real fight rests with women; nat 
Workers’ Delegate from Great Britain, said when on warn 
me: ‘This fight is not going to be won unless you women 
ht hard for it—and I mean hard. 
not be different, unless u make your case strong and 
keep on fighting.’ And so fight, we must.” 


The Conference — ourned with Mr. Monk’s resolution before 
the Governing Body. This means that the Governing Body now 
has before it the Pay resolution and the proposal by a 
3 of Sig to the 1939 Conference reading as follows: 


from numerous women’s organiza- 
PR sm has 3 to the President of the Conference and 
to the Director a r 
its constitution a p that all conventions con- 
eluded under the I. L. 0. be fe founded upon the principle of 
equal rights for men and women, and a er provision 
requiring that there be both men and women, in all delega- 
tions to and conferences held under the auspices of 
the I. L. O erefore the undersigned Delegates and Ad- 
visers ‘respectfully ask that the above — the 
women's organizations be brought before Body 
for consideration at its next meeting.” 


Present Situation 


The present situation is therefore that the Governing Body 
has before it for consideration two equality 
pro : 


(1) for a gt Wy of the I. L. O. Constitution to provide 
for equality in all I. L. O. Conventions, and for both men and 
women in all delegations to I. L. O. Conferences; 


(2) for action to eliminate discrimination against women 
in wages and salaries, | 
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Honoring A Great Citizen 


Citizens of Johnstown, New York, celebrated 
November 12, Elizabeth Cady Stanton Day with en- 
thusiasm and with great pride in their townswoman. 
The high-light of the celebration was the speech by 
Mrs. Miriam Albee Schindler, past president of the 
New York State Federation of Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Clubs and present Public Relations 
Chairman, and a practicing attorney. She has received 
the award of Civic Attainment of the City of Albany. 

After — * out the many reasons why Mrs. 
Stanton should be honored by the citizens of Johns- 
town and New York State, and in fact by men and 
women everywhere, Mrs. Schindler said in part: 


“It seems almost unbelievable to us now that there should 
have been any difficulty in laws to accomplish some 
of the purposes set down in that ‘ tion of Sentiments’ 
of the women at Seneca Falls in 1848. Yet, it is wise for us 
to pause a while and think of world conditions today—and to 
consider our own conditions. Have we in America left anything 
undone? And what is the situation with reference to the status 
of women today as compared with that of the early years of 
our nation? Let us consider the points which interested Eliza- 
beth Cady Stanton: | 


“She believed women should have a right to acquire an edu- 
cation, even in universities. This is now possible. 


“She believed women should have equal rights with men in 
trade and professions. There are still some legal inequalities 
as well as those of custom, in spite of the federal Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 which did treat men and women alike. 
Such inequality exists here in New York State. 


“Mrs. Stanton believed a woman should have a t to earn 
a living and claim her own wages. (They used to belong to the 
husband, and he could spend them as he wished, even on too 
aoe a eee needs of the children in the 

y 

“Now a wife’s earnings in New York State, if she be work- 
ing for a third person outside the home are i as her 
separate property and subject to her sole control, yet Courts 
have held that her earnings while working for her hus 
either inside or outside the home, belong to the husband 
are subject to his control. Her earnings while hte ine for a 
third person in her own home belong to her husband unless 
there been an agreement to the contrary. 

“In more than 11 states, however, a wife’s earnings are not 
her own property and not a subject to her sole control. In 
California the earnings of a wife while living with her hus- 
band become community property, I understand, and are sub- 


ect to the sole management, control and disposition of the 


usband unless there is an agreement to the contrary, 


“Mrs. Stanton believed women should be allowed to own prop- 
erty, married or single, and was deeply SS that in her 
own times this was made possible here New York State. 
However, today, in fo states property ired after mar- 
riage by joint efforts husband and wife belongs to and is 
subject to the control and disposition of the husband. Many 
women in Mrs. Stanton’s day believed a woman should be able 
to claim a fair share of accumulations during marriage. 


“Mrs. Stanton believed that women should be able to testify 
in Court and bring suit, which has been accomplished. Yet in 
24 states women still may not sit on juries. In our State both 
men and women are eligible but women may claim exemption. 


“Women of Mrs. Stanton’s day believed a woman should be 
able to obtain a divorce for just cause. You will recall that 
Mrs. Stanton addressed the N. Y. State slature in 1860 
on the right of divorce for drunkenness. Today, in 43 states 
a woman can get a divorce for physical and sometimes even 
mental, cruelty, and in a number of states habitual drunken- 
ness is a sufficient cause. In New York State neither are suffi- 
cient grounds for divorce. 


“Mrs. Stanton’s group’s claim in 1848 was that besides the 
right of franchise women should share in political office, honors 
and emoluments. Today women may hold public office in 47 
states, but in Oklahoma they may not be elected to the eight 
highest offices. 


„Mrs. Stanton believed that a woman should be able to make 
contracts. Largely this has been worked out. Vet in six states 
a wife is more restricted in her ht to make contracts con- 
cerning her own property than is her husband. In eight she 
may not make a contract concerning the common property 
without authority of a court and in 16 her right to certain 
contracts such as partnership and suretyship are limited. In 6 


states a wife, though of sound mind and body, may not engage 
in a separate business without Court authority. : 

“Mrs. Stanton believed a mother should have equal posses- 
sion of her children, This is possible in New York State. In 
fact in the last twenty years the following equalities in New 
York State Law have been accomplished. 


“The mother has been given equal right with the father: 


1. to the custody of children in case of separation 
without divorce. 


3. to inherit real estate from a deceased child. 

“The distant female relative was given equal right with 
the distant male relative to inherit without distinction of sex. 

“Preference given one sex and given to the unmarried 
woman over the married woman in appointment of an admin- 
istrator of an estate were removed. 8 

“The age at which wills of personal estate may be made 
was fixed the same for girls as for boys. 

“A married woman was given the right to claim her own 
domicile for the purposes of voting and office-holding. 

“The property of an absconding wife or mother was made 
liable for the — of the spouse or children left charge 
able upon the public for support, under the code of criminal 
procedure and poor law. 


“In fact, the status of women as citizens in New York State 
dence been improved thereby .. . 

“Mrs. Stanton constantly championed the cause of equal 
rights for the two sexes, but equal rights have not yet been 
written into the Federal Constitution. The work has not yet 
been completed. 

“My own National Federation of Business and Professional 
Women’s Clubs stand today definitely in favor of the Equal 
Rights Amendment to the Federal Constitution. I am glad 
to say to you tonight that the study of the life of Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton has gprs me added inspiration personally to 
continue the work for the cause of rights and to a 
Congress to give American women the right to have 
states vote on the Equal Rights Amendment 


Birth Of Mrs. Stanton Celebrated 


It is most fitting that a great celebration in honor 
of Elizabeth Cady Stanton should have been magnifi- 
cently organized in the town of her birth, Johnstown, 
New York. There the Business and Professional Wo- 
men’s Club, acting on the request of Governor Lehman 
who had issued a proclamation calling on all citizens to 
observe the day (see Page 108), organized a great 
meeting in the old Court House. Miriam Schind- 
ler of Albany made the address of the evening (see 
above). Miss Alice Moore presided, and before the 
meeting entertained at dinner in honor of Mrs. Schind- 
ler and out-of-town guests. During the meeting the 
Johnstown Historical Society was presented with a 
Bible owned by Mrs. Stanton which had been found in 
the home of Dr. D. Malcom McMartin where Mrs. Stan- 
ton used to visit. Mrs. Barbara McMartin made the 

resentation, which was accepted on behalf of the 
Socie ty by its president, Attorney John C. Morrison. 

A resolution calling on the Post Office to issue an 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton stamp was adopted, and, since 
the meeting, the Johnstown Historical Society, by the 
hand of its president, has urged the Senate Judiciary 
Committee to report favorably on the Equal Rights 
Amendment which expresses the goal of the movement 
for which Mrs. Stanton worked continuously. 
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Matters Of Interest To The National Woman's Party 


CALIFORNIA 
of the Palo Alto Branch of the National 


Palo Alto 
At a recent 


Woman’s Party the following officers were elected: Chairman, 


Myrtle Moore; Vice-Chairman, Fay Oliver; Secretary-Treas- 
urer, Olga K. Robinson. The speaker of the evening was Jennie 
Scott Griffiths of Lomita Park, California, who spent 
as a journalist in the South Seas. Under the title of “ 
eminist Fiji,” gave a highly j 
account of some er experiences among the conservative 
British “down under.“ 
Pasadena | | 
At a meeting held to commemorate the birthday of Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, Maria Stem, noted Danish novelist, playwright 
and journalist was the guest of honor and principal speaker. 
The School Women’s Council held a meeting on December 8th 
at which “ — From The Radio”—Senator Gillette and 
Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller discuss the Equal Rights Amendment 
—was circulated. 
Los Angeles 
Vivien Kell 


noted free lance speaker for Equal Rights, 
has —— ore the Theta Sigma Phi Sorority and else- 
where in this state and many others. 


DELAWARE 
Wilmington 


On November 30th, Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles visited 
National Headquarters and conferred with the Librarian, Miss 


Mary Downey, about additions to the Library which is already 6 


filled to capacity owing to the generous contributions of our 
members and friends. 


— 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


National Headquarters The Library 

Every Thursday at the 7 P. M. Miss Downey conducts a 
seminar for one hour. The book now under discussion is Pearl 
— “Of Men and Women.” All members and friends are 
welcome. 


Two Concerts 


Hallie Mae ong Washington coloratura sop a 
relative of Susan B. Anthony, who is continuing her musical 
education at the Juillard Foundation, will be home for the 
Christmas holidays. She will conduct two concerts at the Alva 
Belmont House for the benefit of the National Woman’s Party 
Feminist Library, the first concert to be given on Monday, 
December 29th when she will be assisted by Mr. John Henry 


Markle, her teacher and Annamae Moore Jackson, dramatic 


soprano. For the second concert in February she will bring 
down a young pianist, a student from Juillard, who, it is 
claimed, plays with more authority than anyone since Paderew- 
ski, and a young violinist-composer and a Tickets for 
these concerts will be on sale at the Headquarters of the 
National Woman’s Party, 50 cents each, plus tax. 


Lucretia Mott and Susan B. Anthony 


Mrs. Ernest Hump Daniel, Chairman of Commemoration 
ays, announces that January third, the anniversary of the 
birth of Lucretia Mott will be celebrated with appropriate cere- 
monies at the Alva Belmont House at 4 P.M.; and that the 
birthday of Susan B. Anthony will be marked the usual 
meeting in the t of the Capitol on Sunday, February 15th 
from 4 to 5:30. All members and friends living in Washington 
or visiting in the city are cordially invited. 
Government Workers 
On December third, the Government Workers Council gave 
a supper at the National Headquarters in honor of their retir- 
airman, Dr. Margaret Sebree. The incoming Chairman, 


Mrs. P Ki ided. Co Robert 
Baltimore | 


On a recent Sunday afternoon at the Woman’s City Club in 
Baltimore the Business and Professional Women’s Council and 
the Baltimore Branch of the National Woman’s Party enter- 
tained at tea. Mrs. Alice Katchadourian and Mrs. Mary T. 


Rogers presided at the tea table. Mrs. Joseph Kurdle assisted 
by Mrs. Margaret Frankel and Mrs. Carl V. Riede were the 
hostesses. Mrs. Alma H. Ambrose introduced the of 


honor, among whom were Mrs, Harvey W. Wiley, Miss Laura 
Berrien, Miss Helen Smith, Mrs. Caroline Lexow Ba 

of Washingten and Mrs. Catherine R. Dobbs of Ohio, Mrs. 
Mary H. Duvall, President of the United Democratic Women’s 


Women's Council and Mrs. Margaret 
sual opportunities to speed the work at the National Capitol. 


* 


a re among them u e Business 

Professional Women’s Club, the Traffic and Transportation 

Club, the Women’s Bar Association. Mrs. Wiley, the principle 

7 told of The objectives and some of the results of the 
ational Woman's Party Movement.” 

The Christmas Party of the Business and Professional 
Women’s Council was held at the same place on December 9th. 
Mrs. Margaret Frankel, the Secretary, was in charge of reserva- 
tions for the dinner at the Woman’s City Club. 

The recent visits to National Headquarters of Mrs. Dorothy 
Shipley Granger; President of the Business and Professional 
Frankel have afforded unu- 


MICHIGAN ~ 
Detroit 
On December 6th the Michigan Branch entertained at tea 
at the home of Zaio A. Woodford. 
, NEW YORK 
Yonkers 
The Acting State Chairman, Mrs. Edna S. Ca has 


the State. 


just returned to her home in Yonkers from a tour 
The 8 Branch entertained Capewell : ; 
e Syracuse en in Mrs. ’s honor 
during her trip at the Hotel Syracuse. 
Mrs. Anne Harbottle Whittig, former state chairman who 


resigned a year ago because ill health, has accepted the 
Chairmanship of the 35th Congressional District which is rep- 


resented in by the Honorable Clarence E. 
New York City 


Miss Anita Pollitzer and Mrs. Maud Duvall Williams have 
visited National Headquarters and contributed most effectively 


to important aspects of the work. 


Miss Josephine Casey has visited Harrisburg and cooperated 
actively in the work in that locality. 

The New York City Committee announces the election of its 
Executive Secretary, Mildred Palmer, as a member of the com- 
mittee and the granting of a temporary leave of absence to her. 


OHIO | 


to the d for Illinois on a short of 
Clare Bull Walfe Chairman of ization east of. the 
Mississippi, important meetings were held in that state. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Recent visits at National Head from the State Chair- 
man, Mrs. Ellis A. Schnabel and the State Organizer, Mrs. 
Margaret Wood Patterson, have been productive of valuable 
results for the Equal Rights Amendment, 

Philadelphia 

Dr. Arabel Clark, Chairman, anticipated the birthday of 
Lucretia Mott, January 3rd, by holding a dinner meeting in her 
honor on 8th at *.— Hotel. Dr. — 
ust return rom some important speaking engagements on 

of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


PUERTO RICO 


The many friends of Muna Lee will join with EQUAL Mahrs 
in welcoming her return to Washington after an absence of 10 
years. She holds a position in the Division of Cultural Rela- 
tions of the State Department. 


WISCONSIN 
Milwaukee 


The Milwaukee County Council representing 39 affiliated 
clubs met recently in Milwaukee and heard an address by Mrs. 
Charles Robbins of Chicago on the Equal Rights Amendment 
as a “Path to Peace.” 

YUGOSLAVIA | 

Recently Mrs. Nina Allender and Mrs. Dora G. Ogle enter- 
tained at tea, at the Alva Belmont House, Dr. and Madame 
Soubbotitch and Miss Mabel Vernon. Madame Soubbotitch is 
a lawyer and a Doctor of Laws. She was a member of the 
Yugoslav delegation to the Hague Conference on the Codifica- 
tion of International Law and member of the Lea of Nations 


Committee on the Status of Women. Dr. Soubbotitch was a 


delegate from his country to the League of Nations and later 
Y vy Minister to Great Britain. 

e Editor requests that notices and accounts of all meet- 
ings and other matters be mailed to National Headquarters so 
as to arrive not later than the first of each month.) } 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


AN INCOMPLETE SURVEY. 
HE Women’s Bureau has concluded a three-y 


study of the laws of the United States as part of a 
League of Nations survey of the legal status of women. 
The results of this study have been published from 


time to time in leaflets for each state and territory, 
and recently a United States Summary (Bulletin 157) 
has been issued. It has been an interesting and valu- 
able survey, but it has been incomplete in one particu- 


lar. It has overlooked the economic status of women | 


as reflected by state laws. 


In almost every state in the Union laws have been 


passed which provide for special regulation of women 
workers. The Women’s Bureau has looked upon these 


laws as grants of special privilege to women and has 


maintained that they were the first steps in a program 
of better working conditions for both men and women. 
Nevertheless, these special labor laws as they exist to- 
day definitely affect the legal status of women and 
should have been included in this report in order to 
show the whole and true picture of the status of 
women, 


Economic freedom for women is one of the free- 


doms which they must achieve and preserve if they 


are to be considered citizens of a democracy in the 
full sense of the word. If working conditions, hours 
and wages are bad, they should be remedied by law 
for the protection of all workers, but the sovereign 
— of one group of citizens should not be tampered 
wi 


e — respect, the Women’s Bureau has been short- 
sighted. 
be questioned. It simply has never lost the idea, so 
prevalent in years past, that women are inferior, weak 
creatures, needing special protection. Blackstone 
looked upon women as great favorites of the law, be- 


cause he believed they needed the so-called protection 


of being deprived of their property rights. The Wom- 
en’s Bureau, it seems to me, has taken the same atti- 
tude in regard to special labor laws for women. 


In spite of the fact that only the study made by the 


League of Women Voters is named as a forerunner 


of this survey, there have been other important earlier 


published surveys. The National Woman’s Party, im- 


mediately after the adoption of the Woman Suffrage 
Amendment, undertook a thorough study of the laws 


affecting women, published surveys for various states, 
planned legislation for the states to help remedy dis- 
criminations against women, and campaigned actively 
for equal nationality rights for women as well as for 
the Equal Rights Amendment. In 1936 the Inter- 
American Commission of Women, under the chairman- 
ship of Doris Stevens, issued A Comparison of the 
Political and Civil Rights of Men and Women in the 
United States, by Emma Wold. This survey was pre- 
pared for and acted upon by Pan-American Confer- 
ences. Both the Woman’s Party and Inter-American 
Commission surveys took into consideration the spe- 
cial labor laws for women. 

In 2 of the omission I have pointed out, I be- 
lieve that every woman should have a copy of the 
Women's Bureau survey and summary. Not only are 
they valuable for reference, but they are thought- pro- 
voking as well. As women read, they will see how 
the shadow of common law still hangs over them. 


They will understand that our Federal Constitution was 


Its desire to help working women cannot 


_| “BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS" 


written in the light of common law and that, there- 
fore, common law still influences court decisions, From 
this they will draw the important conclusion (although 
the Women’s Bureau does not draw it) that women 
cannot be freed from the common-law interpretation 
of their status without an amendment to the Consti- 
tution granting them equal rights with men. Any- 

less is grossly unfair to American women and 


negligent of the danger of future laws which may | 


wipe out even the measure of equality they now 
possess. 


Amelia Eart 

A few weeks ago the Editor received a letter from 
Miss Bessie M. Young, P. O. Box 2634, Honolulu, T. H., 
one of our members, sending her subscription to 
EQUAL RIGHTS. Incidentally, Miss Young said that 
she wished 
“to inform those interested of the dissolution of the Amelia 
Earhart Foundation of Oakland, Cal. In itself, this step may 
seem to mean little, though it was the first Foundation organ- 


ized and obtained its charter with Mr. Putnam’s sanction and 
approval a few weeks after the flier’s disappearance. 


“Captain Johnson, who made a search for the missing 
flier, was sent out on his two months’ search (all the time he 
could give to it) under this Foundation’s promise to pay him 
for it, The search covered several thousands of miles of the 
outer edge of island groups, where it was thought the flier 
might be. Captain Johnson asked only enough ($2,000) to cover 
the actual ex of his change of course and supplies. 

“With the dissolution of the Foundation, there was found no 
2 available to pay for this and contributions are earnestly 


The Editor, who has been to Hawaii and seen the 
touching Amelia Earhart Memorial there, inscribed 
to: “Amelia Earhart, first person to fly alone from 
Hawaii to North America Jan. 11, 1935,” sent a con- 
tribution. A letter from Miss Young has just come 
with the accompanying verses, written at midnight, 
she said, when she was awakened by a full moon, three 
days after Miss Earhart’s flight (written to the tune 


of “The Rosary” and printed by permission of the 


author). 
MY FLIGHT OF LOVE 
To AMELIA EARHART 


Each hour a star 
Each star a prayer; 


My flight of love. 
O, memories of nights so rare, 
With God, alone, my joy to share; 
With clouds below, and heaven above; 
And there a STAR is hung! 


From dusk to datum, 
From shore to shore; 
Loved ones behind, 
Loved ones before; 
No tears, no sighs, 
Just one good-bye; 
No thought of fear, 
.. With heav’n so near, 


O, wondrous flight! —B. M. Y. 


A Thoughtful Gift for Christmas 


“For They Shall Be Called the Children of God 
Autographed Inspirational Short Poems on Many Subjects 

„Love shines through them all | ‘‘. . . Characterized by an origin- 
with beauty, and 2 ality and sincerity which is quite 


Ex-Chm. Int. Amer. Com. of Women. refreshing in this day of formality 


“A truly d heart-felt | inverse.’’ Baroness Rose Posse, 
book." American. Presa. N. T. C. Poetry Group. 


Order now from author, Gladys Huston Greiner, Buxton, Md.—$1.00 
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i All through the night, 

4 On through the air; 

1 — — To guide my path, 

To guide aright, 

— 

We 
f.f.ꝑä 

| 


